
Grant County Beekeepers 
Meeting Notes 
11 April 2018 

 

In attendance:  A total of 17 beekeepers and “friends of bees.” 

Meeting start time:  6:00 P.M. 

Introductions:  Attendees introduced themselves and mentioned whether they currently have hives. 

Guest speaker:  Ken Sexton, Grant County Beekeepers group member: 

 Ken offered a slide presentation called “Spring Hive Care,” covering beekeeping equipment, brood 
and pollen cells on honeycomb, identifying the queen, common hive diseases, feeding bees when 
foraging opportunities are limited, and more. 

 Ken brought a 3-lb package of honeybees he picked up that afternoon, for a new hive at his property. 

 During his presentation, he answered questions from attendees, and group discussion followed. 

General discussion: 

 Announcements: 

o Silver City Mayor Ken Ladner’s proclamation at the Town Council meeting the previous evening, 
declaring Saturday, April 21, as “Bird, Butterfly and Bee Friendly Silver City Day.”  Mayor Ladner 
encouraged everyone to attend Earth Day in Gough Park, April 21, from 10:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M., 
and get a free native plant courtesy of the National Audubon Society Burke grant award to the 
SW NM Audubon Society. SWNMAS brochures for 3B - Bird, Butterfly and Bee Friendly Silver City 
were distributed at our meeting.  (Note:  check our website for Grant County Beekeepers in the 
News, to see photos of this proclamation ceremony:  
www.grantcountynmbeekeepers.org/grant-county-beekeepers-in-the-news .) 

o The first beekeeping mentoring session of 2018 was held on Sunday, April 8, at the home of 
Susan Clair. Fourteen people attended, some of whom are already beekeepers and some are 
preparing to become beekeepers. The next mentoring session is scheduled for Sunday, April 29, 
at 10:30 A.M., at the home and hives of Jerry Medina and Karen Prevost. If you’re interested, 
please contact Susan Clair for signing up and to get directions. 

o Susan Clair mentioned that she wrote an article about the Grant County Beekeepers, and it 
was posted April 8 on the Grant County Beat. The article is on the Community News page: 
http://www.grantcountybeat.com/community/community-news/43395-grant-county-beekeepers  

o Janna Mintz stated that she received a phone call from the local Human Society, that they’re 
getting calls about swarm removals; she gave them our website for future swarm calls. 

o The NMBKA began its 2018 Beekeeper Certification Apprentice Program last weekend. It’s a 6-
session course, held at 3-week intervals at the Open Space Visitors Center in Albuquerque.  It 
includes classroom sessions with expert beekeepers, as well as hands-on sessions in the on-
site apiary. Anyone interested can still register because it is permissible to miss one class.  
Visit www.nmbeekeepers.org for more information. 

o Buddy Stewart showed the group two top-bar hive tools that he has found to be useful for 
confined or narrow spaces; these tools sell for $15 each. 

 Earth Day event, April 21, 10 A.M.–2 P.M., Gough Park. The Grant County Beekeepers will host a 
booth, for an excellent opportunity to educate the public about honeybees and their importance in 
the world’s food supply, as well as disseminating accurate general information to help dispel fears 
people may have about bees. Meeting attendees discussed materials needed and time slots that 
group members can volunteer to work the booth:  

https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/flying-bee-gm483740476-71178757
http://www.grantcountynmbeekeepers.org/grant-county-beekeepers-in-the-news
http://www.grantcountybeat.com/community/community-news/43395-grant-county-beekeepers
http://www.nmbeekeepers.org/
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o 2 tables – Frances Higgins (Jerry and Karen will pick them up at her shop, Pampered Pets.) 

o 2 chairs – Jerry Medina and Karen Prevost 

o Handouts that list our website address, meeting times, and swarm rescuers – Susan Clair 

o Video player – Susan Clair had sent an email to the NMBKA treasurer, to see if NMBKA would 
assist us in the $177 purchase of this device; she had not yet received a reply as of the time of 
our meeting. She will call NMBKA President Craig Noorlander, to request monetary assistance. 
(Note:  Susan spoke with Craig the day after our meeting, and he agreed to NMBKA purchasing 
the device for us, as part of their A/V equipment inventory and on loan to us; it will be shipped 
directly to Susan, and Ken Sexton will research loading and use of the video player. Yay!) 

o BurpeeTM seed packets for giveaways to booth visitors – Ken Sexton 

o Butcher paper to make a banner for the front of the booth table – Jerry Medina 
(Note:  Barbara and Tom Maxfeldt later offered to donate the sum of money needed to purchase 
a professionally printed, high-resolution canvas banner, which we’ll design and have for our booth 
and for future use. Thank you Barbara and Tom!) 

o Experienced beekeepers have volunteered to work in these time slots at the Earth Day booth: 

10:00 – 11:00 A.M. Barbara Maxfeldt and Susan Clair 

11:00 – noon Jerry Medina and Karen Prevost 

Noon – 1:00 P.M. Ken Sexton and Glenn Ouzts 

1:00 – 2:00 P.M. Ken Sexton and Buddy Steward 

 

 The fundraising hat was passed around, to collect money for our use of the facility. Because our 
group is new, we had been excused from paying the fee from August through February. Since March 
and from now on, we need to cover the costs of using the facility. Thanks, everyone!  
 

$30 left over from the hat collection at our March meeting 

+  $38 collected at this April meeting 

$68 total 

-  $40 deposited into Commons donation box, in a marked envelop from our group 

$28 remaining, to be applied toward next month’s facility-use fee. 
 
 
 

Because we’re now in “honeybee season,” all our meetings will have a substantial portion of 
time devoted to hive health, working the hive, beekeepers’ experiences and observations at 
their hives, best practices of beekeeping, and Q&A from attendees. We’ll love to hear from you, 
to make these information-sharing sessions interesting, useful, and lively! 

 

Next meeting, May 9:  Guest speaker Kendra Milligan will present on the Neighborhood Orchard project 
and how it will benefit local pollinators.  

Location:  The Commons (Volunteer Center), 13th St. (at Corbin). 

https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/flying-bee-gm483740476-71178757
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Upcoming Meeting: 

 June 13:  Ken Sexton will give a hands-on demo, showing us how 
to build an easy bee house for native and solitary bees (photo at 
right shows two examples of bee houses).  

 

Deferred action items: 

 Host a booth at special events, such as the Grant County Fair, in Cliff. 

 Contact David Esperanza at Esperanza Winery, in Mimbres; he likes to work with small groups and 
might have suggestions for collaborations. 

 Check Grant County Fair website (https://www.grantcountyfairnm.com/) or contact Sue Richins, 
Secretary, for Grant County Fair (575.574.2005), to get booth information for 2018. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 7:30 P.M. 

Respectively submitted, 

Susan 

Susan Clair 

505.321.8649 

clair@nmia.com  
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